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//// A SEFARCH FOR OUR ANCESTORS,

In differen’ cour*~iesg of the world, there are many people
with the same surname, - .acZachern, And yet they do not appear
to be related, “owever they probable sre descendants of the
game clan in Sco%land, a clan which,at one time, may have been
very powerful but backed losing causes and met financlal reverses,

Our branch of the Clan came to Canada about 1211 and settled
along the Ottawa River. Three men born in Argyllshire marrled
three MacDonald sisters and emigrated during that troublour
time known as the f"Clearances." From 1803 to 1827 the lairds
were clearing the crofters off the land, burning their small
cottages and turning thelr small fields into sheep pastures,
It is r=ported that one bedridden old lady was burned in her
cottage, 1t was indeed uviroublous times, and it is no wonder
our ancestors braved three months in a salling veggel to cross
the broad Atlantic Ocean and stert anew in a wilderness called
Canada, mostly 1nhabited by Indiens and the French.

Duncan YacTachern merried Marion MacDonald; John McCallum
married Margsret YacDoneld and Robert MacLachlan mar ied Yary
MacDonald. They are buried in the Lochaber Bay Geme/ryepear
Ottawa. The Committee in charge of this cemetry are %dlhighly
complimented cn the neat and tidy appearance of thls very old
purial ground. On the tombstones of each of these 0ld pioneers
it is recorded that they were born in Argyllshire, But what
part of Argyllshire? There are thirty nine registry offices
at which their birtha could have been registered. Nor do we
have the exact dete of their births, Would the names given to
their settlements in Caneda indicate the part of Argyllshire
from which they came? Such names as Lochaber,Thurso,Glencoe,
Glengarry,Cumberlanc and Rockland are a few of the many e
Scottish settlementis on the Ottawa River near Lochaber Bay Gemegpy.

Yhen my wife (formerly Agnes Jeen MacDonald) and I arrived
in Edinburgh, the first place we visited was the Scottish Tourist
Bureau where Mr,Iain F,Anderson gave us invaluable asslstance
and many suggestions to help us trace our ancestors, When we
were leaving he precented us a copy of his new book, "Scotland",

a collection of many lovely photographs of old Scotia,

Vigs Oliver,the Librarian at the Central Library in Edinburgh,
traced for us the different migrations from Scotland to other
parts of the world, In 170 - 1770 the Jacobite refugees migrated
and after the very severe famine in 1783, many more left their
netive land,, Then there was more migrstion between 1203 and

1223 (The Clearsnces) on account of the introduction of shee
raising and the increase in population, .

~ Then we visited the Scottish Museum of Antiguities in
Edinburgh and made a valuable discovery, On exhibition there is
an exact replica of an old Celtic Cross which now stands in the
market place at Campbeeltown,Argyllshire. It 1s over ten feet
high and dates about 1500 A,D,,- about the time Columbus
discobered America. The interpretation of the Gaellc inscription
thereon is 2s follows: "This 1s the cross of Sir Ivar M'Eachern
| once Rector of Kylrecan, and of Sir Ivar,his son,Rector of .
ki Kilchoman,who caused this Cross to be made." This pointed to an
; 0ld settlement of MacFacherns at Campbeltown in southern Kintyre
Argyllshire, and we decided to visit there later, '
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From Edinburgh we went to Fort William and then along
Loch Ness to Inverness. The Loch Ness monster did not ook )
appearance but a lady riding in the bus with my wife, was one N
of a party of seven people who saw it in the vicinity of the e
old Urquhart Casile, Nor did we locate any MacEacherns in this .
area as we seemed to be too far north, However we did secure a
list of all the MacEacherns in Western Scotland who had telephones.
This 118t came in very handy later on.

The YacXacherng had no geparate tartan of their own.
The institution of c¢lan tartans wag a later development, Also
tartans were originally district tartans, rather than clan
tertansg, Thus the Murray tartan is correctly the Athol tartan
and has always been worn by all th¥é people of Athol., Tt ig
never called the Murray tartan in Athol, but always the Athol
tartan, Similarly the correct tartan for the MacREacherns is
the tartan of the MacDonalds of the Isles,Lords of Argyllshire,
the home of the MacFacherns,wherd they had at least five estates.

The MacTacherns and the MacDonalds were closely assoclated
28 clans occupying territory in the same districts of Scotlend,
namely Kintyre and the Western Isles, The MacDonalds were a
great clan numerically, but were not one of the "SIOL" clans,
that 1s great stock clansg or seed clans. But as Lords of the
Isles they were a powerful clan and had the use of the swords
of other clans in the district including the MacEacherns,
the MacAllisters and the MacInnnes, whose o0ld name was i“acEachern.
But this circumstsncé did not make these clans septs of the
MacDonalds. There was a YacEschern in the Council of the Lords
of the Isles in Mull,according to a nmanuscript written in the

relgn of Charles II.

“rom Fort illiam we went to Oban,which is about the
centre of Argyllshire and well served by railway,bus and steamer
Here we were treated to Highland hospitality bdn the home
of Mr,& Mrs.J.Dunn of Glenroy on Rockfield Road. Also sttended
thelr son, Ians,wedding,- a lovely wedding and a lovely bride, i
We vigited Tobermory on the Isle of Mull and spent a very
interesting evening at the home of Mr.& Mrs,Negbit, Mrs,Nesbitt
was formerly a Miss MacEachern of Islay, There are large and
anclent settlements of MacEacherns on both the Tgles of Mull
and Tslay =nd our ancestors could have come from either of
~ these 1slands. At one time in the village of Conisby on Islay,

the villagers were all MacEacherns and all pPipers,- and very

good pipers too,

From Tobermory we went by car and ferry to Iona,-
the Sacred Isle, St.Columba landed &n Iona in 53 A,D. and the
exlsting Benedictine Abbey was founded in 1203 by Reginald
MacDonald of the Isles, Burled in the ancient cemetry are
forty elght Scots kings, four Irish Kings and geven Norwegian
kings, There can be few places throughout Christendom whosge
soll 1s so rich in the dust of princes,prelates and geints,
The Iona Community is a Church of Scotlsnd brotherhood
composed of ministers and laymen founded in 1938 by the very
Reverend George MacLeod, During the summer mdnths the Community
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has its headquarters on Iona when the members are engaged
on rebuilding the ruined monastery as their future home,
The work of rebuilding the Abbey ls also progressing

very well, So may St.Columba's prophecy be fulfilled:

In Iona of my heart,Iona of my love,

Inetead of monk's voices shall be lowing of cattle;
But ere the world come to an end,

Tona shall be ag it was,

According to that prophecy it may be later than we
think, There 1s a large settlement of MacEscherns on the Isle
of Mull across the channel from Iona,

At Tobermory we boarded the steamer "Claymore" for
Lochboisdale on South Ulist in the Hebrides. We visited
'r,Finley MacKenzle,propreitor of the Lochboisdale Hotel.
Imegine our surprlise when we found out that he was formerly
a Bergeat 1n the Royel North West Mounted Police and stationed
at MacLeod and other points in Southern Alberga before World
War I. He told us a very interesting story of Neil MacWachern,
a relative of Flora MacDonald, who escaped with Prince Charlie
to France in 1745, In France the French people had considerable
difficulty in pronouncing the name MacEachern, so Neil MacTachern
changed his name to Fachan MacDonald, He married a French woman
and one of thelr sons became quite famous in Napoleons army
as Marshsll MacDonald,Duke of Tarenton. Then lirg,MacKenzie
brought us two large volumes,- "Recollections of Marshall
MacDonald", After Napoleon's defeat Marshall MacDonald swore
alleglance to the King of France. At Waterloo he offered his
services to the Duke of Wellington and served with distinction
in that great battle, After Waterloo the Duke of Wellington
invited Yarshall liscDonald to visit him in England and the
invitation was accepted, While Marshall MacDonasld wag the
guest of the Iron Duke he expressed the wish to visit his
fathers birthplace near Lochboisdale, The British government
put a ship at his disposal and he arrived safely at Lochboisdale,
From the village he walked twelve miles to Howmore, where his
father,Nell MacEachern,had been born. Imagine hils disappointment
when he found that the people could talk Gaelilo only,and he,
only French and English, A dead end,so Marshall MacDonald
returned to France,

By this time we were looking at our watch
a8 the "CLAYMORE" was scheduled to remain in pgrt only two hours
and my wife hed remesined on board, e were very pleased indesd
to have the Captain ef the “Claymore" arrive to visit the
MacKenzies for we knew the boat would not leave without the
Captain, We wish to thank Mr,& Mrs,MacKenzie for treating us
80 royally on our brief visit to Lochboisdale,



()

Baock to Oban and we prepared to move gouth to Campbeltown,
e wepe indeed fortunate to accompany lr.A.B,lacArthur who was
attending a meeting in Campbeltown that afternoon, Under hils
guldance we were able to take meny colored »sictures of the
beautiful scenery along the way, "e vigited Arnicle, Glenn Barr,
the home of the MecArthurs, who are both Bxford graduates and
have s1x thousand scres in the Glen,with nineteen hundred sheep,
some cattle and one hundred and sixty acres of cultlvated land,
Glen Barr is a lovely glen with a trout stream and at one time
may have been an estate of the MacFacherns. We did not meet
Vpg,MacArthur at this time but on our bus trip later, from
Campbeltown te Glasgow a lady took the seat 1n front of ue at
Glen Barr store end turning around remarked,-n"Are you Mr,MacFa-
chern? Vy mother met vou and told me that Yr.MacTachern had
a wonderful outdoor oomplexion."( There 18 an idea for a mystery
story,- identification by complexion,). Mrs,MacTachern end T
enioyed our bus trip to Glssgow very much as Mrs,MacArthur
pointed out to us each point of interest enroute,

At Cempbeltown the first item of interest ,of course,
was the acTechern Cross, a replica of which we had discovered
in the Museum of Antiquities at Edinburgh, The Cross had been
moved from the céntre of Yaln street to the Market Square near
the Pier, Tt 1s in excellent repalr and probesbly the best
preserved of the old Celtlc crosses erected about 1500 A,D..
The front of the Cross has been defaced in three places, The
story 1s that during the reformstion a stene msson took a hammer
end chisel and chiseled away the crucifix and other images.
Therefor the cross was not destroyed as others were at that
time, “het 18 the history of the MacFachern Cross? Why was it
erected? Ts there an ezclesiastical line of MacFacherns?

We wended our way to the Library House on Shore St, in
Campbeltown, where lVr,E,McKiernan gave us invaluable acslstance
and refered us to three books,

Tne first book was, "The Surnames of Scotland", an
‘merican book,wvhich on page 4&9 deals with the surname MacFachern,
l"acFachran, C,Vac®ach-thigh-earna, Son of the Horse Lord,
The name goes back to Olr, when 1t sppears as Fach-tigern,
“entioned 1s a cross at Kilkerran near Campbeltown,Kintyre,
which was probably crected to Colin Mac¥echern, who was Chief
of the Clan in 1499. On thie Cross is a very interesting Coat
of Arms., There 1s the galley of the Isles, near the base of the
Cross, and the smell shield with trefoil depending from the

ricging. Thet was the family coat of arms, which > Mok
used but never recorded, : oh T

“he seconfi book,"Something about 3
Qross," wae written in 1922 by Col.C.MgcTaggarghg.%a%pbglgogn
Ye dlscleims the theory that the Cross was stolén f%oﬁ’IanéM"
Pe cleims the YacTacherns were Rectors of Kilkeven, four miies
from Cempbeltown, Because of the wording on the Maé?achern Cross
"This tg the Cross", he contends that it 1s a wayei0@ cross,—




liae«qmwn.nn{~f' W R . before 137F.

(!,’

nearing the place %0 which they are

making their pilgrimage, He also mentions that slxteen years
after Dunaverty fell, the ninth Tarl of Argyll gave basck to
the heirs of the VacTacherns all of their Kintyre estates.

Sketches in Scotlend", -
n White R.E..
he MacFecherns and

to warn pilgrims they are

The third book wes "Archeological
Kintyre,Chepter &, Campbeltown, DY Captal
Ye describes the privete burilel ground of t
how the Clan Tachern of Killelan wes an anclent gribe. Fe then
described the defacing of the MacRachern Cross., He mentions that
the MacTachern geneology contains about a dozen names, from father
to son, and 1s hesded "Genelach Clann Tetigearne".

: ~ V¥p,¥cKiernan then brought us a cardboard box contalning
meny exhibits of the Kintyre Antiquarlan Soclety. One of the
members of this Society was Archle McTachran,who 1lived at
¥ilblaan, Southend, The late Archie lcFachran delved vervy deeply
into the history of Clan lacFachern. A1l his notes and findings
were presented to the Kinty "e Antiquarian Society by 'r,Robert
Xelley in December 195A. There 1s considerable correspondence
with American MescTacherns from meny of the States of the Unlon.
A Clan MacTachern Soclety has been formed in the United States.

There 1e an Teclesisstical line of ~acEescherns of . four
generations:¥Yvarus -~ Rector of Kilkerran in South Kintyre
. before 1370.
His son - Andreas — Rector of Kilkerran in Sonth-t .
Kintyre about 1376,and alsao
Rector of Kilchoman in Islay

’ =

_  His son - Yverus Fillus Andrei,Rector of 3
N, 1o e S A : ir Talag: AlkSpe: 1 #e
iy ~ Andrew VacTachern,Rector of Kilchomen a
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COLIN
ANDREW (Gillamandrias — servent of 5
my 8t,Andrew) Died 1434, %

Txhibit #338& of the Kintyre Antiquarian Soclety deposlted s
in the Library House at Campbelton is the most comﬁaete research e
on Clan MacTechern we found in our travels. Tt 1s "THF CLAN S

MacEachern" by Arch,McEachran of Kilblaan, Southend,and dated :

March 2fth,,1952. "e give 1t now word for word as written by the "

late Arch.McFachran: ; B,
The Gaellc form of the name 1s MacFKach-

thighearna,- Son of the Horge Lord, and our clan has always beén

assoclated with the County of Argyll in the west of Scotland,

There may be some significance to the fact that the name given o

to the Mull of Kintyre in the geography of Ptolemy 1n 140 A,D.

is Epidon Akron,Promotory of the Epidil, which is derxlived from

the 01d Rritish word Tpos,a horse; the Epidiil being the horse

folk inhabiting Kintyre et that time, The arrival of the Scots

from Irelend caused the old British language to be superseded

by Gaelic,- the British P became C or CH; hence Epos a horse)

became Fch or Tach., On the other hand the clan name may be derived

more directly from the ancestor bearing the o0ld personal name

Each-thighearn,- the neme which also appeargin the old Irish

recordsgs far back as &4& A.D,. Although this name does not

appear among the eighteen generations given in the manuscript

of 1450 one must take into account that the transcriber was

unable to decipher numbsr five on the list,and this may indeesd

have been the individual whose name was perpetuated in the elan.

Before 1000 A,D, there were no surnames in Scotland as
we know them, Tach individuel hed but a single name, and this
usage led to a multiplicith of quaint old names giving a very
varied and interesting Geelic nomenclature, Some of these names
have long since entirely disappeared; some like Dombnall,Eoghan,
etc. have been in uninter-rupted use from the earliest period
of which we have eny record, right down to our own time;while

many others, though long obselete as Christian names sre still
preserved in our surnames,

he prefixing of Mac,son,to the genetive of the fathers
name or "O", grandson,to that of the grandfather, gave rise
to a geeat meny of our Scottish and Irish surnames. Tradition of
our own clan,going back to the 12th,.century, seem to confirm
that by that time the surname “acRachern hed been fdrely fixed,
The Chief of that period,- Toshech Ban MacEachran(Fair haired
Toshash) was proprietor of Nether Crailgnish on the western coast
of 1d Argyll, but mede over his estate to his foster son Dugall
Campbell, third son of Campbell of Lochow and travelled south
and founded a new home at Killelan in South Kintyre, which was
occupled by his descebdants for more than five hundred years,

One is entitled to ask,- does the name Toshash (somet
glven as Joshach) fit in with oﬁe of the names in the clgn e
geneology? The writer puts forgard his ownftheorﬂﬁhat the name

may be a corruptionof the neme DISIAB (#11 in the 1igt) but ig

content to leave the solution to someone who 1s b ;
to tackle the problem. etter qualified
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Of the next generation in Kintyre very 1little cen be ey
learned exeept thet several of thom were churchmen snd there 2
would appear to he four conneotive generstions of these \
beglnning with Yvarus who was Reotor of Kilkerran,now Campbeltown
about 1350; hie son,Andrew,who succecded his father as Rector
of Xilkorren and also was Reator of rilchoman in lelay by 137F;
Yvariua filius Andrel,Rector of St.Moloubha in Telay in 143k
and Andrew,preaumably o son of Yvar who was Reetor of Kllchomen
and Tllinfinen in Ardnamuchan and who died before 1515,
Th* lovely old Cnl:&o oroas which adorns the lower end of main
gireet in Campbelto ommemorates two of these eccleslastice
and 1s nongldered to e one of the fineet of ite kind in all

Scotland,

Ooncurrently with the foregoing,the succeseive heade
of the Clan at Kilellan held the office of Valr of South Kintyre
under the Lords of the Teles, and one of them,persumably while
hie kineman was Reotor, mortifiled the one markland of CGlanram-
-8kilbeg to the Altar of the Church at Xilkerran,

The oearly years of the lAth,century let in a flood

of light on the roocords of Kintyre. By that time the lande of
Jorth and South Kintyre had come dircectly under the Crown in
the Raruon of King Jamea the Fourth, following the forfleture
of the family of the Telees at the end of the previous century,
The new dlgpencation secems to have causcd no inconvenience to
the loecal inhabltente and the old offlce bearers were reinetated
under the Crown and retailned the frechold of thelr old lande.
Colin MYaoRachran of Kilellan was at that time Yair of Bouth
Kintyre end we find that in the rentale of 1505 - 150F that he i,
(wigg the ffeehold of elght marklande, coneisting of Kilellan,” =~
ennygown,Gaotloakan,Tllerig and Armascavoch, He aleo hed rented
the twelve marklende of Achna laoh,Lafnaorag(now Homestone),
Kerrafaur(Cornaf Yaenad),and Teirdonyl (now Bullybrennan)
Douglas, Strone and Upper Glendale, Other MacFasherns of tﬂ&q
perlod wopre Gillnlgi ho wee tenant of the 7% marklands
‘including Nigle,Acheduhook(Now Oatfield) e:c.. Angus ten

marklande of Knockriobeg ete,; John tenant of 5% mar
ov'xnpaghgﬁcanmnra eto.. John tenant of 1§§ marklands
es.ﬁ Achern(¥achran) tennant of 2 marklands of Kerr
and Viklach and Andrew (The Reotor) tenant of 3 e rk
Garvalt and Stokadill in North Kintyre, = -

T h‘“m* RIPSES ¢
the genealog
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The garrison hed to surrender to Gencral David Leslie 1fi the

summer of 1A47 and every man murdered, The estatcs of Angus LY

were forfeited end were held by the Marquis of Argyll until
restored to his sldest son Colin in 159, Fis second son whoge

neme eppears to heve besn John took up buslness as & merchant
in Cempbeltown,

Golin's first marriage was to Annabella ;
deughter of Neil McNelll of Carsboy and had two sons Angus and s
Neil end a deughter Tsabel. His second wife was mlézebeth Chrystie. S
The elder gson seems to have dled before coming of age. Neil
merried Margaret Bethune, deughter of Rev,John Be thune, mlnister'
of Baracedale in Skye but had no family. Tgabel married Margaret's
brother, Farquhar Bethune and hed slx sons and probably some
desughters, Her eldest son,Angus,sfterwards became Chief of the
Bethunes of Skye. :

When Colin took over Kelellan the famlly
forthnes seem to have been at a low ebb, and the gituation
deterorated as the years went on, The same thing happened
1n 1ike circumstances to other smell estates 1ln the district
and before another generation had passed,several of them hed
become mortgaged up to the hilt and eventually passed into other
hends. This happened to Kilellan and when Neil died, some time
before 1745, there was probably 1little property left to his |
name: It is recorded that his brother-in-law Farquher Bethune |
found himself a loser rather than a geiner by the succession. ‘

E T The heir male of the family of MacEachern
passed on Neil's death to his cousin's son,John VacEachern,
merchent in Cempbeltown who thus became the last recorded :
_Cihlef of the Clan, The following extracts are from the register sl
of the services of heirs; (1) John MacWachern was served helr g
to Grand Uncle Colin MacTechern of Killelane Helr General on
Verch 28th,,1745, (2), John facFachern, son of John YVecFachern
merchent of Cempbeltown, wes served heir to his cousin N :
MecTechern,Killelene,~ helr mele general on March 28&th.,

: "he arms of the MacEacherns conglst of the
Gelley of the Teles, from the mest of which hangs a shibld
bearing a trefoil, The arms of their friends the Campbells of
Craignieh were similar except that in the latter case the shi
bore the gerone of or and sable of the Campbells. $:.
Cickage 49, YRPERREA Biy 2L ih, o Beut. T ? o BARDYE
f Lo 1 8et 1in
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Yalcolm YacFechern, the famous bass singer, was
Australian born, but his forebears were probeply from Vovern,

Some of our clan on ieeving thelr native district
adbpted the name Cochrane,believing it to be an Angliclzed
form of thelr own nasme. This is incorrect as_ the name Cochrane
is derived from the lands of that name near Palsley in Renfre-
-shire, MacKechnle, 500,18 incorrect for MacTachern. It 18 an
Anglicized form of MacRachen, a clan which wes_also well known
in Kintyre, and believed to be a sept of the clen MacLean,
The student of Kintyre historv msy be faced with gome difficulty
in dlstinguishing between the MacFachens,and the MacTachrans,
especially as so many of the old sceribes got the names bedly
mixed up. Wowever, 1f he bears in mind that the MacEachens
were located mainly in a smell area along the west coast between
Kilkenzie village snd Glenbarr, he will not go far wrong.

A good many Kintyre clansmen,aclleils,YacKays and
others took refuge in Northern Treland during the troublous times
and no doubt some ¥acTacherns 'ent with them, Also the name 18
sometim-s met with in that country as MacGauchrane,The O'Tch~
~thighearns of Southern Treland, who now go under the name of
Ahearne, ere obviously of quite different origin from the
Argyllshire clan, Just as the MacKays of Kintyre are of different
origin from the MacKays of Sutherland in the north of 8cotland.

In this brisf skatch the writer has mainly adhered
to the current Kintyre spelling Mac%achran, although he has
to confess to a personal preference for the older local form,
YacEacharn. In the island of Islay the form Mac?achern@eems to
be in generel use and the descendents of the “overn branch inslist
on spelling their name,¥ac®achern, Whatever the spelling the tles
of kinship transcend it sll, "e are all Jock Tamson's bairns,"
The writer sends his warmest greetings to all who may read
thege notes, Tw-enty-sixth March 195°2.
Arch McRachran,
All the clan 13 deeply indebted to the late

Arch,¥c¥2chren for ell the information he secured about our
clan, May he rest in peace,

(5 We met Mr,Duncan Colville of
Kilgour,Machrihanish which about five miles from BSampbeltown.
Mr,Colville 1s & member of the Kintyre Antiquarian Soclety and

wag a close friend of the late Archie McEachran., ¥r,Colville

very kindly took us on a trip to Southend and return, through
country lnhablted by MacEacherns for hundreds of years, Kilellan
i1s a large stately old house with greenhouses and lovely well
sheltered grounds, There are palm trees eight inches in diameter
growing on these grounds which is very unusual for Scotland

or England elther, From the front steps there 1s a lovely view

of the glen to the south., We took a few colored slides of Kilellan
and vicinity and wish we could have stayed longer to investigate
1ts bulldings and gardens. On the road further south there is

a World War I memorial with several names of MacFEachern h
made the supreme sacrifice while serving with th g
Sutherland Highlanders. . e ah

"¢ then visited Mr.& Vrs,John Brow
Aucharne Cottage near Southend, Mrs.Brow§ 18 a remarkable glgt

lady and formerly a ¥iss ac¥achern, e ra
5 Mack® s pped at the doo
her bonnle wee stone cottage and introduced ourselves as,f -

R i




(10),
acFachern from Alberta,

o Canada, and I'm trylng to trace my
ancestors." Mrs,Brown looked us over carefully and seid, "You
1ook 1like the VacEacherns, Come on in," 'rg,Brown told us
ebout many families of NacFacherns who enigrated to New

Brunswick and Nova Scotla but she did not know of any that
settled in the Ottaws Valley,

We then visited the ruins of
Dunaverty Castle, This old castle wes beseiged by John Bissell
of Antrim in the interest of Henty IITI of England ian 1250,
Thirteen years later it was unsuccessfully defended by Alexander
IIT against Xing Faco of Norwey who had essembled his ships
off the nearby 1sland of Sanda in his attempt to conquer
Scotland. The castle was again attacked by the Fnglish in 130F
when they were in pursuit of Robert the Bruce. It,or agother
great house, was burned down in 1558 on the orders of Vary
Tudor of Wngland, In 1F47 1t was destroyed by the Covenanters
when all the three hundred occupants were nmassacred, including
three MacEachefns whose remains are burled under a stone memorial
In a nearby field,

Mr.B80lville then took us to Southend
and the Xiel Churchyard Cemet:y where Archle McFachern and
many early residents of the district ere buried. Nearby in a
rock 1s the imprint of two feet, reputed to be the spot where
St.Columba once stood, e drove past the iumense smugglers caves
and through the broard glens basck to Campbeltown, Tt is no
wonder these lovely broad glens appealed to the Norsemen.,

Yr.Colville has three farms near Machrihanish and
hed seversl complaints from one of his tenants shout a large
rock in a fleld which was interfering with his olowing. So lest
fall Mr,Colville decided to investigete and armed with a pointed
iron rod he coamandeered the services of the farmer a2nd hisg sons,
By Jabbing his iron rod down in the earth he was able to define

the outline of the rock about eighteen inches below the surfaceq.
They dug 2long the gide and found the rock Wwag flat and only

four to six inches thick with 2 cavity underneath, The earth on
top we2s removed and the stone tipped up revealing en ancient
skeleton in a stone coffin "ith vegsels of food and bronze ¥
implements. The University of Fdinburgh was notified and two
treined Archeologists took over, They state this men wes buried
in the Bronze Age about 3,500 vears ago and they expect to make

e full detslled report this fsll, Thres othenr similar graves
were found in the same fileld, W

e wonder if they sre some of the
ancestors of Clen MacTechern? ? % é

1T ¥r.Colville knew South Kintyre
very well, Ye are greatly indebted to him for the grand tour .
of what was formerly the estates of the VacEacherns for so many
hundreds of years, Our only regret 1s that we could not remain
longer in this area for we are sure

Yr,Colville could hav :
us many more linteresting details about‘our ancestors. i givenb

‘ext dey we took the bus to Glasgow
where the Norge commandev asgow passin

r had his men drag hi
on boesrd across an isthmus of over a mileg !

of dry land and make
his escape back to Norwag, Then through Inverary wh
?f Argyll resides in his casgtle whiohgvou . g L
‘e then trumvelled along a L ¢

1 new submarines w
belng tested and along the bonnie Banks ofaL : ere
grimy old industrial Gity of Glasgow, och Lomond to the

r 2 ‘
& ¥
= »

g through Tarbert
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5 Our seerch for our anscestors wss mogt interesting, Ny
‘heregver we went and made our objective known, the Scottish A%
people were most kind and co-operetive, The second day of S
our vlslt to Scotland, in Edinburgh,my wife remarked, "Wy these .

people are friendly, Tt is just like home," And so 1t proved S
throughout the reet of our visit to Scotland,"Just like home."
And were we not visiting the very old home of the “acTacherns?

“hen ve gtarted our search,our Scottish friends here
in Canade werned us that they used to hang people in Scotland
in the old days for sheep stealing. To easé the consclence of
any 1 acfechern who may read these notes we can state without
mentel reservetion or equivocetion of any kind that in al} our
gearch we did not find the name of a single solltsry NMacTechern
who wes hanged for sheep stealing or for eny other cause,
They were killed trying to keep out lnvaders, thev also were
killed in two "orld Wars and massacred for defending what they
thought was a Jlust cause,~ but never hanged for sheep steallng.

Fare in Censda we hsve many public spirited Canedlans
with the surname “acTachern, Mr,Ronald A,MacFachern is the Fdltor
of The Finenclal Post,- Ceneda's National "eekly of Rusiness,
Tnvestment and Public Affairs; Vr,Steve MscEachern has for many
years been Coamissioner of the City of Saskatoon, Sask.,
“r,Stanley D,MacTachern of "innipeg,“an, 18 General anasger of
Pioneer Grain Co,.Ltd., Vany MacTacherns have been prominent
¥inisters of the Gospel and ocrupied The pulpits of our larger
churches throughout Cansda,- so, the ecclesiasticel line of
YacTacherns is still continuilng,

Tn Alberte we have the late Dr.I,W,T,McEachern,
a well known and pion:cer Tdmonton surgeon and member of the
Cancer Reseerch Soclety and a distant cousin of our branch of
the clen, Also the lete Dr,MacKachern of Calgary who became very
well known for hls cancer research and in whose memory the
MacFechern Fospital on the Unlversity of Alberta campus is
named, Yes,- he died of cancer., Also Dr,J.M,MacTachern for
many years lecturer in Philosophy et the University of Alberta
and now retired, Another MacFachern of Cless '15 et the University
of Alberta graduated in the trenches in France in World Wer I
with a D,%,0,and bar,- the only Csnadlan Lieutenant in World

War I or World War II to win a D,S,0,and bar, and also mentioned
in despatches three times,

The sixth generation of our part of the clan
ere now growing up in this great new nation,Canada. Duncan
MacEachern, "0ld ¥an MacTechern", as he "as known on the Ottawa
Rlver,as mentloned before married Marion MacDonald and emigrated
to Canada about 1&l1, They both died in 184F and are buried
in Locheber Bay Cemetry near Masson on the Quebec side of the
Ottawa River,They hed three sons,-John,Archie and Alex, snd
severel daughters, "e regret we do not have a 1list of the
descendents of Archie,Alex or the dsughters. John MscFachern
had three‘aons,-John,ﬁuncan and Donald and three daughters,-
Christie,a»ion end Tllzabeth, John had one son Gordon and four

deughters, Donald d1d not > ;
“orman A, 2 ot have any children,Duncen had three sons,~

| “tanley Duncan,end John Andrew and one deughter
arion Mae (Mrs.Blundelli 5 .
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L %Ormgn Angus hes two sons, ''ormgn Doneld and Kenneth

nley Duncan hase one daughter,larvie (1frg,Xennedy).

 hee one son Duncan and one dsughter, argaret Jeen

). John Andrew hes three sons,- Allan Ross,Norman Roger
nley and one daushter Patricla Anne,

rmen Doneld hes one son,ichard Angus, and one
: Yenneth Lorne hae three sons,- John
Soott end Normen Andrew, [arvie (1're.¥ennedy)
ruce Rioherd and Grant Robert, Duncen Blundell
Jcolm Stuart and Peter XKim end one daughter
e set of twins,the proliflc Blundells).
¥rs,Price) hes one son,nobert t11liam and
ndy “'ee and Linda Aiioe. mo date none of

dren ere married,

1y one with the neme lagTachern need not be »
iy ancestors. True they supported loging causes
. True they met with financlal reverees and
in Scotland., RBut there 1s also that ancient
‘?hroughout the ages the VacTacherns have
p God in sinceréty and in truth end in
“their fellownan, And in what wa)
' oré gsq:ggkggggtggbie”' i




